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The Rochester Conservation Commission & Town Forest Committee
will meet remotely and in person at Old Colony, 476 North Ave,
Rochester, MA 02770, on Tuesday, February 1, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87431674083
Meeting ID: 874 3167 4083
Or Call: 1 646 876 9923

Public Meetings
(Continued from January 18, 2021) A Request for Determination of Applicability filed by property owner
Clapp Nominee Trust c/o William D. Clapp, for property located at 0 Clapp Road, Map 30, Lot 3A (ANR Lot
2-2). The applicant is requesting confirmation that the proposed work is outside of the resource areas.
Public Hearings
(Continued from January 18, 2021) A Notice of Intent filed by property owner Clapp Nominee Trust c/o
William D. Clapp, for property located at 0 Clapp Road, Map 30, Lot 3B (ANR Lot 2-3). The applicant
proposes a single-family dwelling with associated septic system, well, and utilities. The applicant’s representative is
Schneider, Davignon and Leone, Inc.
Commission Business
For Signature
•
Permits – Signatures needed for permits issued
•
Minutes – 01.18.2022 (voting quorum: Maggie, Chris, Matt, Kevin, Dan)
•
Vouchers – Plymouth County Registry of Deeds, 443 Neck Road, Record OOC, $107
Old Business
•
Village at Plumb Corner – Vernal Pool
New Business
•
Annual Report 2021 – Review

Adjournment

JC ENGINEERING, Inc.

Civil & Environmental Engineering
2854 Cranberry Highway.
East Wareham, Massachusetts 02538
Ph. 508-273-0377—Fax 508-273-0367

January 26, 2022
Town of Rochester
Conservation Commission
37 Marion Road
Rochester, MA 02770
RE: Existing Concrete Pipe Outfall located at the Plumb Corner Plaza, 565 Rounseville
Road, Rochester, MA.
Dear Members of the Commission:
On August 9th, 2019, the Rochester Conservation Commission issued an Order of
Conditions for drainage infrastructure improvements for the Plumb Corner Plaza, located at
565 Rounseville Road. The proposed work would correct a previously untreated discharge to
a bordering vegetated wetland system, and is shown on the approved plan entitled “Site Plan
for Drainage Improvements at 565 & 0 Rounseville Road (Map 30, Lots 24, 25, 25D) in
Rochester, MA (Plymouth County”, last revised on March 7, 2019, and prepared by JC
Engineering, Inc.
The approved scope of work consisted of removing and replacing the existing catch basins
and pipe network and implementing best management practices, (i.e., new deep sump catch
basins, a new subsurface infiltration, and water quality units) to bring the existing discharge
into compliance with the Massachusetts Stormwater Standards. The approved site work also
included modifications to the existing 27” diameter concrete outfall pipe. The pipe would be
cut back one section and rip-rap stone would be placed between the new end of pipe location
and the existing edge of the wetland. This was included in the design at the request of the
approving boards and consultants to mitigate any potential increases in flow.
As the new drainage system was constructed, the area of this outfall was further evaluated
by JC Engineering, Inc and town representatives. It has been noted that this work may be
more disruptive to the existing outfall condition which has been in place for over 30 years,
and subsequently be more disruptive to the active wetland system. We note the following
reasons why this work may not be necessary and can be excluded from the approved scope
of work:
1. Removing a section of pipe would require the removal of approximately 400 S.F. of
established vegetation, including several small shade trees, and excavation of the
adjacent bank which contains several boulders for stabilization.
2. The pipe as it exists is virtually level with only a .10’ drop over its length. The flow
velocities within the pipe are low, and there has been little evidence of scouring of
materials at the outfall as a result of the stormwater flows.
3. JC Engineering, Inc. analyzed pre-development rates and volumes of runoff vs postdevelopment at this location. The new stormwater system was designed to maintain
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these flows at or below pre-development levels, and to ensure the volume of runoff
would be maintained as the wetland system relies on the influx of water from storm
event. We concluded in the stormwater report prepared at the time of approval that
the above intent was achieved to the maximum extent possible, as demonstrated in
the table below:
2-Yr Event
10-Yr Event
25-Yr Event
100-Yr Event

Ex. Flow (cfs)
3.12
5.55
6.33
8.50

Ex. Vol. (af)
0.267
0.553
0.785
1.204

Prop. Flow (cfs)
2.00
5.05
6.33
8.50

Prop. Vol. (cf)
0.165
0.461
0.714
1.175

Table 1 – Comparison of Off-site Stormwater Flows and Volumes for DP-1

Citing the above we respectfully request that the commission allow the approved site work
related to the existing 27” RCP outfall to be excluded from the scope of work. As suggested
by the consulting engineer, a few 8-10” round stones would be hand placed within the
existing outlet channel, and the existing sediment inside the pipe will still be removed from
the outfall to existing DMH-4.
You will find attached with this letter the email correspondence from the town engineer,
photographs of the outfall, as well as the approved site plan for reference. We thank you for
your consideration on this matter, and please feel free to contact our office should you have
any questions.
Sincerely,

Brian J. Wallace, E.I.T., C.S.E.
Project Engineer
JC Engineering, Inc.
cc:

Ken Motta, Field Engineering Co., Inc
Jeff Eldridge, Rochester Highway Surveyor
Nancy Durfee, Town Planner
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Brian Wallace
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Ken Motta <kmotta@fieldengrg.com>
Thursday, January 13, 2022 12:24 PM
Brian Wallace; Merilee Kelly
John Churchill Jr; rbish1987@yahoo.com; Nancy Durfee; Jeff Eldridge
RE: Plaza Drainage Outlet Pipe

All,
I would also add the existing pipe is practically level. According to the surveyed inverts, there is a 0.10 ft. drop over 136
feet. Given the amount of sediment deposition in the pipe and the absence of any prevalent scouring at the outfall, the
flow velocities through the pipe appear to be non‐erosive. I’m not convinced a full rip rap pad is warranted here given
that the pipe has been in place for the past 30 years and there is no evidence of scouring within the resource area. A few
hand placed 8‐10 inch rounded stones within the existing outlet channel would be more than adequate.
To implement what is shown on the approved plan, the stone bank and shade trees around the pipe outfall will need to
be removed resulting in a significant disturbance to the immediate buffer area. This wetland system is very active in the
spring and removing any shade trees around the perimeter will expose the flooded area to direct sunlight.
The sediment within the pipe will still need to be cleaned out from the outfall to DMH‐4.
Feel free to call me if you have any questions,
Ken
Ken Motta
Senior Project Manager
Field Engineering Co., Inc.
11D Industrial Drive – P.O. Box
Mattapoisett, MA 02739
Tel. (508) 758‐2749
Cell (508) 493‐4922
From: Brian Wallace <Bwallace@jceng.org>
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 10:57 AM
To: Merilee Kelly <MKelly@townofrochester.com>; Ken Motta <kmotta@fieldengrg.com>
Cc: John Churchill Jr <Jchurchill@jceng.org>; rbish1987@yahoo.com
Subject: Plaza Drainage Outlet Pipe
Hi All,
With regard to the existing 27” concrete pipe that discharges into the wetland, I would like to point out that there is no
increase in flows under the proposed changes to the stormwater infrastructure located at Plumb Corner Plaza. I have
attached our stormwater report that show pre‐development vs. post‐development conditions on page 4 are in
compliance with MA Stormwater standards (i.e. no increase in peak discharges & volumes) Our calculations indicate that
the discharge of stormwater under proposed conditions would very closely match conditions that have existed for the
past 30 years. The pipe outlet is located at the extent of the BVW delineation, so any installation of rip‐rap or FES would
require excavating the bank & its vegetation and removing a section of pipe in order to avoid working in the wetlands.
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That work was approved under order of conditions SE272‐565. We would have no issue complying with the approved
site plan and conducting the work, however the only reasonable alternative to this would be leaving the pipe, bank and
vegetation in place and undisturbed. In this scenario, we believe the administrative process would be to not amend the
current order of conditions and consider this as a deviation from the approved site plan at the time of requesting the
certificate of compliance.
Thank you,
Brian J. Wallace, E.I.T., C.S.E.
Project Engineer
JC Engineering, Inc.
2854 Cranberry Highway
East Wareham, MA 02538
Office: 508‐273‐0377 ext. 18
Direct: 339‐788‐6540
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Existing 27” Diameter Concrete Outfall Pipe, taken on August 24, 2017

Existing 27” Diameter Concrete Outfall Pipe, with Erosion Control, taken on September 21, 2021

2021 Conservation Commission & Town Forest
Committee Annual Report
Members & Purpose
Rochester has a long history of preserving important
ecological, agricultural, cultural and water supply
related lands for future generations. The Town of
Rochester established the Conservation Commission &
Town Forest Committee (“Commission”) in 1963 under
the Conservation Commission Act.
The Commission is responsible for protecting
Rochester’s natural resources, managing the Town
Forest and conservation lands, administering the
Massachusetts and Town Wetland Protection statutes,
and advising other municipal officials and boards on
conservation and environmental matters.
The Rochester Conservation Commission office is
located at the Town Hall Annex at 37 Marion Road;
office hours are Monday 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.,
Tuesday through Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and
Friday 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The office can be reached
by calling 508-763-5421 extension 206. The
Commission holds public meetings on the first and third
Tuesday of each month beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the
library of the Old Colony Regional Vocational Technical
High School. All hearings are advertised in The
Wanderer at least five (5) calendar days before the
meeting.
Commission Staff
The Environmental Planner/Conservation Agent and
Board Administrator work under the direction of the
Conservation Commission and provide support,
coordination, and professional management of the
Conservation Commission in carrying out its mission to
protect Rochester’s natural resources. Commission staff

assists landowners, developers, applicants, engineers
and the general public to provide due diligence
information and professional advice on the Wetlands
Protection Act and Rochester Wetlands Protection
Bylaw. Commission staff assists the Commission in
planning, acquisition, administration and management
of municipal conservation land and conservation
restrictions.
2021 was a year of great change for the Conservation
Commission. In May, the Commission Chairman Michael
Conway, resigned and moved out of state. Good luck,
Michael, you are missed. The Commission then voted in
Christopher Gerrior to take over the Chairmanship. For
some time, the Commission was down to just five
members. Léna Bourque stepped down to become an
Associate Member, and Bendrix Bailey, Matthew Bache,
and William Milka joined the Commission.
Both the Board Administrator and Recording Secretary
moved on to other positions, making way for Victoria
D’Antoni and Lori Walsh to assume those roles. In June
Laurell Farinon, our longtime Environmental
Planner/Conservation Agent retired and moved on to
another field of occupation. We miss her and wish her
well in her new endeavors. In July Merilee Kelly took
over as Environmental Planner/Conservation Agent.
The Commission met remotely over Zoom due to Covid19 until October, when we moved our meetings to Old
Colony Regional Vocational Technical High School
library with a hybrid Zoom component. Despite remote
distancing challenges, the Commission and staff
performed site visits and completed technical review of
all applications.

2021 Wetland Protection Act and Rochester Wetlands
By-law Filings
The Rochester Conservation Commission held 20
meetings in the year 2021. The following is a summary
of the applications received and formal actions by the
Commission in 2021.
Permits/Actions
Building Department Interdepartmental Review 101
Board of Health Percolation Review
22
Notice of Intent Applications
18
RDA Applications
7
Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area
Delineation (ANRAD)
1
Extension of Order of Conditions
1
Certificates of Compliance
4
Emergency Certifications
1
Enforcement Orders
1

2021 Accomplishments
•

Applied for and received a $41,586 Buzzards Bay
National Estuary Program Municipal Mini-grant for
the Doggett Brook Farm Buffer Project to purchase
Conservation restrictions to ensure Doggett Brook
Farm remains in agriculture and access to the Brook
is assured for the public.
• Staff served as Flood Plain Coordinator, and
Rochester’s representative on the Buzzards Bay
Action Committee, Mattapoisett River Valley Water
Supply Protection Advisory Committee, and the
Mattapoisett River Valley Water District
Commission.

